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I. General Guidelines 

Introduction 

The purpose of this Request for Proposals (RFP) is to solicit work by a qualified firm or 

team of firms to complete services on behalf of ABI for a federal grant program administered 

through Connect Humanity which will support ABI’s digital equity planning efforts in the 

Southern Alleghenies region (Blair, Bedford, Cambria, Fulton, Huntingdon, and Somerset 

counties). As part of this RFP, Alleghenies Broadband, Inc. (ABI) requests information 

regarding the products, services, experience, and qualifications of interested firms, as it relates to 

the proposed project. 

Alleghenies Broadband, Inc. (ABI) is a 501c3 non-profit organization dedicated to 

expanding reliable, high-speed internet to unserved and underserved communities in the 

Southern Alleghenies region. As part of its mission, ABI became a Subgrantee of a federal grant 

program from the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) administered by Connect 

Humanity. Through this program, ABI will have access to federal grant funds to expand its 

digital equity efforts. ABI is utilizing $21,900 of its grant award to procure a firm or team of 

firms to complete project oversight during the grant period. ABI is requesting that Respondents 

submit their qualifications, hourly rates, experience, and technical competence demonstrating 

their ability to provide support for this project. 

 

 
 

Response Information 

1. Closing Submission Date: Responses must be submitted electronically no later 

than 4:00 PM on December 11, 2023. It is the responsibility of all Respondents 

to ensure that ABI receives their response by the date and time specified above. 

Late submissions will not be considered. 

2. Submission Instructions: Responses should be submitted in pdf format via email 

to Dustin Bishop at dbishop@allegheniesbroadband.com.  

3. Submissions Assistance: For technical questions regarding the project or the 

RFP, please contact Dustin Bishop at dbishop@allegheniesbroadband.com. 

4. Selection Date: ABI will evaluate the responses and anticipates the selection of a 

firm or team of firms on December 13, 2023.   

mailto:dbishop@allegheniesbroadband.com
mailto:dbishop@allegheniesbroadband.com
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5. Anticipated Project Start Date: It is anticipated that the project will begin 

immediately after a consultant is selected.  

6. Completion of Work: ABI anticipates the project will be completed by August 

31, 2024.    

 

Who May Respond 

Parties submitting responses to this RFP are referred to herein individually as “Respondent” or 

collectively as “Respondents”. Respondents may be any legal entity, including a private 

corporation, a cooperative, or a limited liability company.  

 

Conditions of Response 

All costs incurred in responding to this RFP will be the responsibility of the Respondent and 

shall not be reimbursed by ABI. 

 

Right to Reject 

Alleghenies Broadband, Inc. (ABI) reserves the right to reject any and all responses received in 

response to this RFP. A contract for the accepted Respondent will be based upon the factors 

described in this RFP. 

 

Notice of Decision 

It is expected that a decision selecting the successful Respondent will be made on December 13, 

2023. Upon conclusion of final negotiations with the successful Respondent, all other 

Respondents submitting responses to this RFP will be informed, in writing, of the name of the 

successful Respondent. 

 

Non-Discrimination Provision 

In selecting a Consultant or group of Consultants for the completion of the scope of work 

outlined below, ABI will not discriminate on the basis of of gender, race, religious creed, color, 

handicap, ancestry, or national origin. In the acquisition of a Consultant or group of Consultants 

for the completion of the scope of work outlined below, the Consultant(s) or any person acting 

on behalf of the Consultant(s) shall not, by reason of gender, race, religious creed, color, 

handicap, ancestry, or national origin, discriminate against any citizen of the United States who 

is qualified and available to perform the work to which the employment relates.   
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Period of Performance 

The anticipated period of performance for the project is from the start of the project until August 

31, 2024.  

 

Project Timeline 

Activity Deadline 

Application Submission Deadline December 11, 2023 

Firm(s) Selected December 13, 2023 

Completion of Work August 31, 2024 

 

 

Scope of Work 

Through this grant, ABI will work closely with Connect Humanity to prepare the Southern 

Alleghenies region for future investments toward digital equity from the Broadband Equity 

Access and Deployment (BEAD) Program, Digital Equity Act (DEA), Community Reinvestment 

Act (CRA), and other sources. The selected firm(s) will partner with ABI to engage communities 

in their digital equity planning process to ensure high-speed, affordable internet for all, device 

access, and digital literacy training. As a result of this work, community subrecipient will engage 

in the planning and completion of Community connectivity plans that include 3 main sections: 

Digital Equity, Infrastructure and Finance, which will be prepared and structured to enable 

subrecipient to submit BEAD/DEA applications (or applications to other federal funding 

programs) where appropriate. Additionally, the selected firm(s) will work with ABI to identify 

gaps in funding where federal funds may be ineligible and will create a plan to identify necessary 

alternative investment resources.  
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II. Response Guidelines  

Response Outline 

The Respondent should describe how it intends to carry out these various tasks and detail its 

experience in performing the tasks: 

 

Part A: Scope of Work 

To achieve the objectives outlined in the proposed scope of work, ABI is seeking a qualified and 

innovative firm or collaborative team of firms with a demonstrated ability to perform the 

necessary activities. The selected Respondent(s) must possess a demonstrated understanding of 

the following items:  

 

1. Technical knowledge in various broadband planning efforts, including digital equity 

activities, grant writing/application submissions, financial planning, project oversight, 

and other necessary activities related to broadband planning.  

2. Experience in community engagement to the general public, non-profits, local 

governments, schools, businesss, and other organisations pertaining to broadband 

planning activities.  

3. Experience in mapping software (including GIS) related to broadband planning, 

including mapping existing broadband assets and coverage, data analysis, and 

collaboration with various partners (including non-profits, local governemts, ISPs, etc.) to 

develop connectivity plans to close coverage gaps through partner engagement. 

4. Provide statements of qualifications and resumes for project team members with specific 

mention of related projects including their role specific knowledge and experience. 

 

Part B: Pricing and Rate Information 

The Respondent must also indicate the following pricing information: 

 

5. Indicate all prices for contracted services, including hourly rates and the projected 

number of hours the respondent plans on working. If there are multiple persons who will 

contribute their time to the project, provide pricing and rates for various positions that 
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will undertake the proposed tasks outlined in the scope of work. ABI will select 

respondents based upon prices and terms most advantageous to ABI and the program.  

 

III. Response Evaluation 

Response Contents 

All responses must follow the specified format and include all required elements listed in Section 

II of this RFP. 
 

Scoring Matrix 

When scoring the evaluations, 60% priority will be given to the qualifications of the respondent 

and 40% will be given to the proposed pricing. 

 

Ineligible Responses 

Proposals may be judged ineligible and removed from further consideration if any of the following 

occur: 

1. The response is not received timely in accordance with the terms of this RFP. 

2. The response does not follow the specified format. 

3. The response is not adequate for the reviewers to form a judgment that the proposed 

undertaking would comply with federal and state requirements. 

 


